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A system for exchanging signals relating to at least 



43. / (Four Times Amended) 
a bid andean offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling a bid in response to an ini ial offer; and 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second 
signal indicative of said bid from said network and sending an acknowledgement of said 
received bid to said network, said second workstation having a confirmation timer for measuring 

signal or from sending said acknowledgement until 
ibnal, said fourth signal comprising a confirmed trade 



fourth signal to said second workstation, sai< 
indicating acknowledgement of said acknow! 
wherein at least one of said network, 



a time elapsed from reception of said seconc : 
said second workstation receives a fourth si 
signal; 

said network sending at least a third iignal to said first workstation and at least said 



at least third and said at least fourth signals 
edgement from said second workstation, 
s aid first workstation, and said second workstation 



determines when one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an interval 



eit 



(\ ^^yy 44 * (Amended) 



includes a confirmed trade signal 




system according to claim 43, wherein said at least third signal 




56. (Four Times Amended) The method according to claim 54, wherein the step 
of determining when said indication that Ihe network acknowledges the acknowledgement from 
said second workstation has not been received during an interval comprises the steps of: 

measuring an elapsed confirmatior time from receiving the offer from the network at the 
d workstation or from sending from the second workstation to said network an 
acknowledgement of the receipt of the offer until the second workstation receives from the 
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network the indication that the network received the acknowledgement of the transaction from 
the second workstation; and 

storing an indication that the transaction is unconfirmed upon the measured elapsed 
confirmation time exceeding a predetermined confirmation timeout period. 



57. (Thrice Amended) Tie method according to claim 56, further comprising the 




r displaying at the second workstation that a late confirmation was received after the 
predetermined confirmation timeout pei iod has expired in response to the second workstation 
receiving after the timeout period the indication that the network received the acknowledgement 
of the receipt of said bid sent from the sejcond workstation. _____ 



59. ( Five Times Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving at a networked processor an offer from a first workstation in response to an 
initial bid; 

sending the offer from the networked processor to a second workstation; 
receiving at the networked processor from the second workstation an acknowledgement 
a transaction based on the offe 

sending from the netwo&ed processor to the first and second workstations an indication 
that the networked processor received the acknowledgement of the transaction; and 

receiving an alarm fr(/m one of said workstations notifying said networked processor that 
said indication that the netWorked processor received the acknowledgement was not received by 
one of said workstations duhng an interval. 




Application of Ordish et al. Serial No. 09/010,919 



Page 3 of 30 



62. ( Five Times Amended) 




comprising: 

a receiver for receiving an initial 




A first workstation participating in the exchange of 
signals, the signals including at least a bi$ and an offer, the first workstation connected to a 
^network, said network connected to at le^st a second workstation, said first workstation 



3ffer; 



A 



a processor for processing said initial offer; 

a confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
notification signal or sending a match acknowledgement signal until said workstation receives a 
confirmed trade signal; and 

an output for outputting a first signal to said network, said first signal signaling a bid in 
response to said initial offer; 

said receiver also receiving a matcA notification signal wherein said match notification 
signal indicates the acknowledgement of a receipt of said first signal by said second workstation, 
and an unconfirmed trade signal when said acknowledgement was not received during an 

interval. 

67. (Four Times Amended) \ A system for exchanging signals relating to at least 
y^fl^d or j& offer, the system comprising:! 

^ network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling a bid in response to an ibitial offer; and 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second 
signal indicative of said bid transmitted from said first workstation in response to said initial 
offer over said network, said second workstation sending an acknowledgement of said bid 
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received from said first workstation over sa d network, said second workstation having a 
confirmation timer for measuring a time elaosed from reception of said second signal or from 
sending said acknowledgement until said second workstation receives a fourth signal, said fourth 
signal comprising a confirmed trade signal; 

said network sending at least a third ; 
fourth signal to said second workstation, saifl ; 
indicating acknowledgement of said acknowl 
wherein at least one of said network, 
determines when at least one of said acknow' 

68. ( Five Times Amended) 
a bid and an offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstatior s, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 

ipitial bid; and 
>ns, said second workstation receiving a second 



signal to said first workstation and at least said 
at least third and said at least fourth signals 
edgement from said second workstation; 
said first work station, and said second work station 
edgements has not been received during an interval. 
A system for exchanging signals relating to at least 



network signaling an offer in response to an 
a second workstation of said workstatil 



gnal indicative of said offer from said network and for sending an acknowledgement of said 
received offer to said network, said second workstation having a confirmation timer for 
measuring a time elapsed from reception of said second signal or from sending said 
acknowledgement until said second workstation yeceives a fourth signal, said fourth signal 
comprising a confirmed trade signal; 

said network sending at least a third signall to said first workstation and at least said 
fourth signal to said second workstation, said at least third and said at least fourth signals 
indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second workstation; 
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wherein at least one of said netwo 
^ determines when one of said acknowledgements 



k, said first workstation, and said second workstation 
has not been received during an interval. 



^ S^JS/ 4 ^* (Amended) The syst^nf according to claim 68, wherein said at least third signal 



includes a confirmed trade si 




82. (Twice Amended) TJfie method according to claim 8 1 , further comprising the 

step of: 

displaying at the second workstation that a late confirmation was received after the 
predetermined confirmation timeout 
eceiving after the timeout period the 
of the receipt of said offer sent from 




I eriod has expired in response to the second workstation 

indication that the network received the acknowledgement 
. tne second workstation. 



84. (Thrice Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving at a networked processor a bi^from a first workstation in response to an initial 

offer; 

sending the bid from the networked processor to a second workstation; 
Y/ / receiving at the networkejr processor from the second workstation an acknowledgement 
of a transaction based on the^id; 

sending from the/networked processor to the first and second workstations an indication 
that the networked processor received the acknowledgement of the transaction; and 

receiving an alarm from one of said workstations notifying said network that said 
indication inat the networked processor received the acknowledgement was not received by said 
one o£said workstations during an interval. 
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87. (Thrice Amended) A workstation participating in the exchange of signals, the 
signals including at least a bid and an offer, the workstation connected to a network, said 
network connected to at least a second workstation, said workstation comprising: 

a receiver for receiving an initial bid; 

a processor for processing said initid bid; 

a confirmation timer for measuring time elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
notification signal or sending a match ackn >wledgement signal until said workstation receives a 
confirmed trade signal; and 

an output for outputting a first signajl to said network, said first signal signaling an offer 
in response to said initial bid, 

said receiver also receiving a match Notification signal wherein said match notification 
signal indicates the acknowledgement of a receipt of said first signal by said second workstation 
and an unconfirmed trade signal when said acknowledgement was not received during an 
interval. _ 




92. (Thrice Amended) A system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or 
an offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a first signal to said 
network signaling an offer in response to an initial bid; and 

a second workstation of said wo: kstations, said second workstation receiving a second 



signal indicative of said offer transmitte 
bid from over said network, said seconc 



from said first workstation in response to said initial 
workstation sending an acknowledgement of said offer 
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received from said first workstation over s&id network, said second workstation having a 
confirmation timer for measuring a time elapsed from reception of said second signal or from 
sending said acknowledgement until said second workstation receives a fourth signal, said fourth 
signal comprising a confirmed trade signal; 

said network sending at least a third signal to said first workstation and at least said 
fourth signal to said second workstation, said at least third and said at least fourth signals 
indicating acknowledgement of said acknowledgement from said second workstation, 

wherein at least one of said network, said first work station, and said second work station 
determines when at least one of said acknowledgements has not been received during an interval. 

93. (Thrice Amended) A systepi for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or 
an offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a second 
transaction message to said network in response to a first transaction message; and 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a third 
transaction message from said network indicative of said second transaction message and 
sending an acknowledgement of said received third transaction message to said network, said 
second workstation having a confirmation timer for measuring a time elapsed from reception of 
said third message or from sending said acknowledgement until said second workstation receives 
a fifth message, said fifth signal comprising a cobfirmed trade signal; 

said network sending at least a fourth transaction message to said first workstation and at 
least said fifth transaction message to said second workstation, said at least fourth and said at 
least fifth transaction messages indicating acknomedgement of said acknowledgement from said 
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second workstation; 

wherein prior to the transmission of said second transaction message by said first 
workstation, said second workstation transmits said first transaction message to said network. 




103. (Thrice Amended) A system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or 
an offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations ; 

a first workstation of said workstations, said first workstation sending a second 
transaction message to said network in resp< nse to a first transaction message; 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a third 
transaction message from said network indie ative of said second transaction message and for 
sending an acknowledgement of said received third transaction message to said network, said 
second workstation having a confirmation timer for measuring the time elapsed from reception 
of said third transaction message or from serding said acknowledgement of said received third 
transaction message until said second works* ation receives a fifth transaction message, said fifth 

trade signal; 

transaction message to said first workstation and at 
least said fifth transaction message to said second workstation, said at least fourth and said at 
least fifth transaction messages indicating aclfnowledgement of said acknowledgement from said 
second workstation; 

wherein said network further comprises 
a computer for matching at least 



transaction message comprising a confirmee 
said network sending at least a fourth 



accordance with predetermined matchi: lg criteria. 



bids or offers from said workstations in 
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an acknowledgement timep- 
second transaction message by 
said acknowledgement by said ne 
s ^ a storage unit for storing 
upon the elapsed time measured 
predetermined acknowledgement 



sa d 



ai 



by 



for measuring the time elapsed from reception of said 
network from said first workstation until reception of 
work from said second workstation; and 
indication that a purchase was not acknowledged 
said acknowledgement timer exceeding a 
imeout period. 




107. (Amended) The 
displaying at the second 
(redetermined confirmation timeout 



ng after the timeout period the 
of the receipt of said first transaction 



me hod according to claim 106, further comprising the step of: 
works tation that a late confirmation was received, after the 
period has expired in response to the second workstation 
indication that the network received the acknowledgement 
message sent from the second workstation. 




1 1 0. (Thrice Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving at a networked processor a first transaction message from a second workstation; 
/ \/ sending an acknowledgement of the first transaction message from the networked 

y 

y processor to the second workstation; / 

receiving at the networked processor a second transaction message from a first 
workstation in response to the first trans iction message; 

sending the second transaction message from the networked processor to the second 
workstation; 

receiving at the networked processor from the second workstation an acknowledgement 
of a transaction based on the second tra isaction message ; 

sending from the networked processor to the first and second workstations an indication 

\ 
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that the networked processor received ttoe^cknowledgement of the transaction; and 

receiving an alarm from one/of said workstations notifying said networked processor that 
§aid indication that the network^processor received the acknowledgement was not received by 

one of said workstations duiyng an interval. 

112. (Thrice Amended) A first Workstation participating in the exchange of signals, 
the signals including at least a bid or an offer, the first workstation connected to a network, said 
network connected to at least a second workstation, said first workstation comprising: 
a receiver for receiving a first transacti Dn message; 
a processor for processing said first tra isaction message; 
a confirmation timer for measuring tim 
notification message or sending a match ackno 
receives a confirmed trade message; and 

an output for outputting a first signal to 



second workstation and said receiver receiving 



elapsed from said workstation receiving a match 
wledgement message until said workstation 



said network, said first signal signaling a second 
transaction message in response to said first tansaction message; 

said receiver also receiving a match notification message wherein said match notification 
message indicates the acknowledgement of a re ceipt of said second transaction message by said 



an alert from said network when said network has 



not received the acknowledgement of said seco id transaction message after a predetermined 
interval. 



117. (Thrice Amended) 
an offer, the system comprising: 

a network connected to workstations 




fiifist workstation of said wc 



\ system for exchanging signals relating to at least a bid or 



kstations, said first workstation sending a second 
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transaction message to said network signalingla response to a first transaction message; and 

a second workstation of said workstations, said second workstation receiving a second 
signal indicative of said second transaction message transmitted from said first workstation in 
response to said first transaction message from 6ver said network, said second workstation 



sending an acknowledgement of said second tra 



workstation over said network, said second wort station having a confirmation timer for 
measuring the time elapsed from reception of said second transaction message or sending said 
acknowledgement of said second transaction message until said second workstation receives a 



saction message received from said first 



fourth transaction message, said fourth transactic 



n message comprising a confirmed trade signal; 



said network sending at least a third transaction message to said first workstation and at 
east said fourth transaction message to said seco id workstation, said at least third transaction 
\j message and said at least fourth transaction message indicating acknowledgement of said 
acknowledgement from said second workstation said network providing an alert when said 
acknowledgement has not been received after a predetermined interval. 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfully requested. 
Claims 43, 44, 56, 57, 59, 62, 67-69, 82, 84, 87, 92, 93, 103, 107, 110, 112 and 117 have been 
amended. Claim 120 has been cancelled. Claims 57, 59, 82, 84, 107 and 110 have been 
amended to further the define what Applicants claim as their invention. The basis for the above 
amendments may be found throughout the specification, drawings and claims as originally filed. 

Claims 43-95, 97-101, 103, 104, 106-108 and 110-117 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Silverman et al. EP03 99850 (hereinafter 
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